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Locatlion: 23 Unity Street, Boston, ufiolk Cownly, 8

Massacnuzetis,

CLOUG-LANGDRON JIOUSE

Pregent Gwner: Chiist Charen Corp., 193 Salem Street, Boston,
Iﬂasachusetﬁs.

Present Use: Unoceupied,

Sroef Stabement This ia one of thred beick houses built ia

of Significance: Toston hetween 1700-1720.

PART T, OISTORTICAL THIFOZLAT

a, Hcenezer Clough, 1711-1724 /Saiiolk Deeds, 26:77;
Sulfoli Probvate, 23:107/.

L. Jonn Clough and Susannah Clough, L724~1741/2 1 wifo
Deede, ﬂ2.158; o?.EuQ/

c. Jomathg: Drown, 1 1741/2-2755 /Surtolk Deeds, G21158;
Or.?w’_"_, . -

d, Hdward Lun“ﬂOH, 1786 / nul foli Deeds, 89:75/.

e, Jgseph Pelrce and widow and daughter, 1750~1835

g,u¢xo B Deedcj 8C:148; %uf old Propate, 53:613,
Tm, Ditlaway, 1835-1872 /Surfolk _Deeds, 392: 527
406:175; Suilfoll DTohaue 45/.J:¢
g. Succeszion of owners to 1959 when acquired by Christ
Cnurch,

-
.

2. Dave oP erection: Ebenezer (Cloush acquired land without
houze in 1711 /Surfolk beeds, 2¢:73/, and mortgaged
property with o building then on it in 1720 /Suffolk
Deeds, 29: 23m/, a date wnieh codouvides with the style of
house,

5, Duilder: Frobably Sbenerer Clough, the original oumer,
who is called Viacon' lo the deeds,

4. TFotes on alterations and additions: For the greater part
of itz history, this house was a 2-1/2 siory pambrel,
L-shaped in plan, It wvas still desceibed as two siories
1 1798 when Direct Tax vas levied (origimal ms,, MHew
Bnzpland Historical & Genealogical 3Soc 1eu¢), bu a third
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story was added soon alter (judging from e style of
the trim), Then, sometime before Jan, 1o, 1886, when
the house appeared oo a4 map of tbe property (filed with
Suffolk Deeds), an additlon had been made at the rear
{provably ¢.1870, judsing from the siyle of trim) which
made the house cblong rather than L-shaped, The

grouad {loor has, in medern times, been completely
rencvated for shops.

Important old views: An exterior phwiosraph taken late
in the 1%th or early in the 2Gth "enﬁury is on file at
the Soclety for tihie Preservation of New England
Antiguities,

References: The favts in this photo-data bosk are a
revisicon and correciion of those puol_ ‘ed by Trank
Chouteau Provm in Qld-Time Rew England (Eneie*y for the
Preservation of Hew England Anticuities quarterly
bulletin) Series Ho. 128, which are incomplete and not
entirely accurate.

mected with the Sirveture: IEhenezer

Cox
Clough, builder, was also one of the masons whe did
briekiaying for Cuarist Church, (See masons' accounts, ma,
in Christ Church Archiives).
fdward Ilangdon, a merchant, owmed the building for only some
six monins, however, his rame has become asscciated with it.
A son-in-lawy of Joseph Pedrce, Jomm fumstead, vho owned ‘the
nouge through rizghi of his wile, was a D ~ominent participant
in the Boston Tea Party, bul apparently never lived on the
premises,
. Likely Sources Not Yei Invesiizated: Doston City Assessors’
records,
ARy T1, ARCHITECTURAL IkFQl
A, (General Statement

Architectiural Characeer: (One of three

crick houses built
in Boston petween 1700-1720 - and of ilae thres, the most
interesting a~“n1pcuvurai1f, i.e,, it hag {he mosi
glaborate brickyork and the best sitalrcase,

Cendition of Fabric: Fair (rehabilitation is scheduled).
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B. Technical Degeription of Exterior
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General layoub: Originally the house was L-shaped in plan,
2=1/2 stories high, with a gambrel roof, ter additioas
made it oblong in plan and three stories high.

Foundations: Stone, with a moulded brick course at the
top of the foundation level,

Jall construction: DBrick masonry, laid in Flewish bond,

Chimneys: Three brick chimeys, one is on the original

rear wall of the left-hand room, and two are on the original
ecast wall, On the east wall, the two chimneys stand
adjacent, forming part of the solid bricit end wall.

A fourth chimmey is in the later addition.

Openings

a., Doorways and doors: The front enirance was made smaller
at some time, bul the original linitel of rubbed,
molded, brick remains intact, The opening is
otherwise plain,
b, Jindows and shubters: Plain (later) wooden frames
with early and later 19tk century sash =et in plain
brick opendngs with Liptels of rubbed brick; keystones
of rubbed bDrick on the first {iloor windows show in
early pholos, but bave been removed.

Roof

s, Shape, covering: Flat wooden roof wilh tar paper
covering.

b, Cornice, eaves: JSiizhtly projecting, corbelled briek
cornice which dates Trom the addition of the third
story.

. Technical Description of Interiors

1-

Floor Plans (0f original house): Ceniral entrance hall
with staircase of triple run; large single room to the
lef't, and large room to the right, with & second room
behind that in the original eil. Pilan repeated above,

Stairways: The original staircase is intact, including
acorn pendents, It runs from the v fioor 1o the
present third flocr, the original gambrel atiic, It

is a U-shaped, closed siring siair with square rail and
newels, and turned balusters,
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ilooring: J_iWEnﬂl yide board flooring in the second
Loor roon in the rear ell, Ilsevhere covered with
inoleun,

s I-\J »—j

dall and celling findeh: Plaster on lath; plain board dado
in the souilwest second Floor room; “ireplace wall ot
raised bolection molding in tie second floor, easi room,

to the right of tine enirance,

Dooryays and deoors: (Original bwe-nanel doors remwain in
tlie rear ell room on the sesvond {loor, aad to the cellar
under mgin stalrcase in the ceniral nall,

Trim; iixlded wood trim on door and window openings,
fdreplace paneling, and celling ceornices,

Hardware: There ils very little original hardware; bul a
pair of strap ninges remains on a closet door in the
rear ell reom on the second floor,

s+

Lighting: Yodern electrical {ixiurcs,

Heatings former me aﬁto neated with gas, Original
fireplaces, although bricked up, uLtﬂ original trim
remain in the front andé rear rooms on the northeast
gide of the house on the second locor, A portion of the
original fireplaze, nor bricked up, with later mantel
remains in the sscond fioor southwest room,

.

General setting and orientation: The house comes cut to
the sidewall in front and abvuts Christ Church properiy
in rear, It faces tie southeast,

Prepared by Abbott L, Cummings, Assistant Direcior
Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities
Boston, Massachusetts - January 1960
AND
Osmund R, Overby, Architect
National Park Service -~ March 1961



